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Comparing 12 Free Screencasting Tools

Combing through the basic functions and features of a list of tools I've become aware
of, to select some for further testing.
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Over the course of the week, the list of Screencasting tools that have been recommended to
me’, or that I've otherwise learned of, has grown to a dozen.

| have a goal of trying identify a free tool or set of tools to use to create stand alone tutorials by
combining screen images and screen motion with audio. | would also like to have some editing
capabilities, so | could combine multiple captures and rearrange the order of these pieces if
needed, and to be able to re-record audio annotation if possible. | would also like to have screen
annotation capabilities, at least for the screen captures.

Given this set of desired functions and features, and the long list of tools, it's only logical that |
briefly review each application to see what they can do. Based on these initial fundings, Ill
select a number of tools to take for a trial run, much as | did with Jing last week?.

| realize that in a quick overview like this, | may miss something important about how one or
more of these apps work, so if anyone notices any errors or important omissions in my summary
table, please comment and let us know about them. | wish | had the time to actually try all of
these tools out, but | don’t, so | am sticking with this broader approach of learning a little about
each app and using that info to inform my decision about which to spend more time with.



Feature/Function Summary Table
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Summary of Findings

Several of these tools seem to be provide the same basic function - screen motion and audio
capture (with no editing capability) and the resulting captures can only be published right

on their site. Screentoaster, Screenjelly, and Screencastle each look like they fall into this
category. | much prefer a tool that allows files to be downloaded, providing more flexibility for
distribution, and the potential for combining clips with a tool like Windows Movie Maker to create
a desired end result.

A couple sites don’t meet my criteria and therefore won’t be further considered (Screenpresso is
just for images, and Faculte’s free version limits the no. of users who can view presentations).
This leaves Jing, Screencast-O-matic, Freescreencast, CamStudio, Webinaria, and Debut to
consider for further review. I've already test Jing a bit (see last week’s post? for more on this).
Debut looks like it has great potential, with it's editing capabilities and available paid upgrade. It
also allows for screen image capture or screen motion capture, like Jing. Of the rest, based on a
review of the information on their websites, | would rank my interest (most to least), as follows:
Screencast-O-matic, Webinaria, CamStudio, then Freescreencast. [Ed Note - After writing this
article, | learned that Screenr.com allows files to be downloaded, and after trying this tool, |
really like it — KW 1/31/10]

Of course, you may have different goals than I, and some of these tools may meet your needs
even though they are not necessarily what | am looking for, so feel free to check them as you
see fit!

[1] http://www.emergingedtech.com/2010/01/10-free-screencasting-tools-to-check-out/

[2] http://www.emergingedtech.com/2010/01/creating-brief-instructional-videos-and-more-with-jing/
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